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Welcome and Introductions

Elizabeth welcomed council members and guests.  Everyone introduced themselves.  

New members Julie Fritzler, Rosa Dust and Nancy Golden were welcomed.  

Report from DCFS Training Office

Joan Langan gave an update on training.  Kin Gap staff training is in place.  Training will meet with the IAAC Training Committee to get their opinion before it goes out.  Webinars will be done for staff, with additional training for specific areas such as licensing staff, operations, etc.  Karen Taylor is involved in developing the training.  

The referral process for Home of Relative Training is close to being complete.  It will be on the HMR link on the DNet.  Home of relative classes are on the schedule for July – December.  Pride Modules 1 and 2 will still be used until the other training is ready. 
Dwight Reed has been hired as the Cook Training Manager.  Lori Horgan was hired as a coordinator to manage Northern Region foster parent training.  Both were introduced.
Kim Wheelock said when we were referencing training in the IL Families newsletter, the training committee thought that some of the titles were not very inviting, so they suggested subtitles that give a clearer idea of what the training entails.  Joan will follow up on that suggestion.  

Approval of Minutes from June 5, 2009 Meeting
Mark Werner made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Kathy Casey seconded.  Motion carried.

Report from Office of Foster Parent Support Services
IFAPA DCFS Caregivers Conference – Ray said Director McEwen remains supportive of a conference in FY’11 and planning is underway. He asked Donsetta if she would like to give the update but she declined.

The dates are tentatively set for August 27-29, 2010, at the Marriott Oakbrook Resort.  The conference will accommodate about 500 caregivers.  There will be a Health Fair like there was at the last conference.  We will again offer CPR certification classes, and hope to offer this to more caregivers.  Director McEwen is inviting Les Brown to be the keynote speaker and possibly offer workshops.  Ray said Gladys has spoken about moving the conference downstate for the following year.  
Caregiver Training Institutes – For the last five years we have offered training institutes.  This fiscal year we have been approved to do four more.  The planning will begin soon, and Ray invited Elizabeth to appoint council members to be involved.  The focus might again be on mental health issues, expanding on the focus from our most recent institutes.  Conference calls to plan are usually held once a month from now thru January, and then every 2 weeks as we get closet to roll-out. Linda Wolter, Julie Fritzler, and Tamara Guy volunteered to serve on the planning committee.   
Staff

Ray said Nancy Thompson retired last week.  Renee Mays will be in the office to take messages if Ray and Terry are out.  If all three are out of the office there will be a voice mail and we will get back to callers as soon as possible. Due to our having to take on the work Nancy did, we will be unable to produce notes from committee conference calls. Furthermore, in most cases Terry will be unable to attend council meetings. Ray will take the notes of full council meetings.
Report from June Dorn

Ray said that June is in Washington, DC, and she does not have a staff person who knows about all the requested topics, but gave Ray the brief update that June had sent him.  The post adoption/adoption preservation programs are all funded at the same levels as last year.  Due to the BH Consent Decree, DCFS is barred from reducing the funding for those services.  KinGap is moving forward and will begin officially November 1, but will begin October 1 without federal funding.  Policy development has begun.  Today is the last day for comment, and then the draft policy will go to JCAR.  

Ray said that Shelly Knuppel will come to the next meeting to talk about policy.  Danielle Fitzgerald or June Dorn also confirmed that one of them will attend the next meeting October 2nd in Springfield.  
Report from DCFS Legislative Office
Dana Yowell gave a brief background on her experience.  She said there are currently 700 bills on the Governor’s desk.  Her staff reviews all of the bills to see if they impact DCFS.  If one does, the bill is sent to management.  If it is a bad bill she will go talk to the legislature to negotiate how to deal with it. She advised members to use the website ILGA.gov, which is available to anyone. It allows users to read bills in their entirety.
Each year she requests ideas for proposals that require legislative change.  Staff fills out a form and she submits the information to the Governor’s Office.  She then finds a sponsor for the bill and gives them notes on why it is a good bill, and then she works with sponsors to get bills through committees.  
SB807 deals with differential response, a new way of handling certain hotline calls and investigations.  She has heard the Governor is going to sign it.  When a call comes in, it will go into two categories – high risk or low risk.  With low risk we can possibly get the community involved with the family, and fewer families will be pulled into the system.  That will be implemented soon.  A variety of groups are working on how this is going to be implemented.  This fits in with the Director’s objective of getting communities more involved through family advocacy centers, strengthening families program, and other prevention approaches, etc.  We will put SB807, differential responses, on the November agenda for the Director to address.  Repr. Mary Flowers has worked well with us and is the sponsor of SB807.  
HB529 – reinstates parental rights under certain limited circumstances.  One of the stipulations is that the child cannot be in a pre-adoptive home.

HB2405 – allows a former parent whose parental rights have been terminated to petition for them to be reinstated if the birth parent dies or has a physical impairment and cannot care for the child.  Approximately 500 adoptive parents die annually and leave the child(ren) without successor guardians.  Dana said Linda Coon wrote this bill and she is a strong advocate for adoptive families.  
HB3925 – Abandoned Newborn Baby – Increases drop-off time to 30 days, gives the birth parent more time.  

SB340 – DCFS may perform credit history checks on wards because of all of the issues of getting financial information exploited.  This will take place when a child turns 12.  

Kathy Casey said that last month we received a written report on some of these bills.
Report from Division of Finance & Budget

Matt Grady introduced himself and Birdell Frye.  They distributed a handout with FY10 budget information and reviewed the information with council members.
Mr. Grady pointed out that cash flow this fiscal year could be problematic at times; resulting is some payments being delayed. He said if board payments are likely to be late, he will get the information out to caregivers as quickly as possible, and he asked for suggestions on the best way to reach them.  The following suggestions were given:

*Illinois Families Now & Forever newsletter - Vanessa said in the recap of this meeting she could include information on the potential impact of late payments, and how to prepare for delays to prevent crisis. She will draft an article and send to Matthew for approval.
*Child Care Association Morning Report – Contact Marge Berglind

*Illinois Adoption Advisory Council & Statewide Foster Care Advisory Council – Contact Ray Gates or Terry McGlothlin

*Child Welfare Advisory Committee – Contact Bridgette Glickman

*Regional Foster Parent Advisory Councils – Contact Regional Administrators

*Illinois Foster & Adoptive Parent Association Website – Contact Gladys Boyd

*DCFS website – Contact Kendall Marlowe, DCFS Office of Communications

*Foster Parent Support Specialists – Contact Arthur Bishop

*Use general DNET announcements to send a message out to all staff, giving them suggestions on how to respond to caregivers who are calling with questions regarding their payments.  

Terry will send the contact information for those suggestions to Matt Grady.  

Mr. Grady explained that an audit is being done on the adoption files to make sure they contain the required official documentation.  Birdell’s staff is reviewing adoption files starting with the most current, and then working backwards.  Federal requirements are contained on the checklist that is to be completed when adoptions are finalized.

Birdell said that all SSI recipients will receive a federal stimulus check for $250.    

Adoption Month Discussion
Lisa said she checked into the Museum of Science & Industry, and the DuSable Museum, but the cost was prohibitive.  DeAudrey has calls into the Governor’s Office to check on the availability of the Governor’s Mansion but has not heard back yet.  Ray also asked Kendall Marlowe from the DCFS Office of Communications to check into the Governor’s Mansion.  He gave Kendall a tentative agenda to work with, but suggested that the Council come up with a different plan for what they want the event to look like.
There was discussion on objectives for the event.

Objectives:

*To honor and acknowledge adoptive families and acknowledge adoption month.
*To honor and acknowledge adopted children.

*To raise awareness that there is still a need and children are waiting to be adopted.
-Heart Gallery display – photos of children available
*Generalize to the entire family to show it is a family matter.  

Who to Invite:

*Use the IL Families newsletter to notify families, and to reach out to kids that might want to do something during the event (Vanessa thought this would be too broad of an invitation, and it should be a more controlled invitation process.)


*Work with local agencies to invite families.
Ray suggested checking into the feasibility of tying into the Rockford event that is held annually on Adoption Day, which this year falls on Saturday, November 21st.  He said it is a DCFS/community/
media/court event that also includes certain area POS foster care/adoption agencies. The DCFS contact person is Jennifer Zaluckyj.  Karen said Jennifer is a post adoption worker whose chain of command is Don Vasich, June Dorn, and Daniel Fitzgerald.  
After a lengthy discussion the following ideas were agreed to:

*Have the joint council meeting on Friday afternoon from 1-5pm in Rockford, lodge on Friday night, and then go to the Saturday morning celebration at the courthouse, which should be done by noon; or
*Have the joint meeting at the regular time of 10am-3pm, and offer lodging for both Thursday night and Friday nights for council members who attend the entire meeting on Friday, and stay for the Saturday event.
*Volunteer person-power to help at the event.
*Bring copies of the Governor’s Proclamation to share.
*Invite the Director and Governor.
*Elizabeth will discuss with Robyn Harvey, Chair of SWFCAC, the SWFCAC’s 
   willingness to do this.
*Karen will contact Jennifer Zaluckyj about the councils joining in the Rockford event.
*Invite the judges and others who organize the annual event to the Friday afternoon 
   council meeting for recognition and cake.
*Ray or Terry will get the certificates.  Mark will get the frames.
*Can council members bring their children to the Saturday event?
Ray will cancel the request with Dana and Kendall to secure the Governor’s Mansion for this November and will ask them to pursue that option for 2010.    
The following ideas will be considered for next year:

*Have a Thanksgiving-style potluck at the Governor’s Mansion and invite families from the Springfield area to celebrate adoptive families.  

*Check into using meeting space at the Realtor’s Association (right across from the Mansion).

*If the Mansion is unavailable, move the event to the Northfield Center.  

*Have a cake and punch reception.

*Host a Parent Café for adoptive families – invite adoptive parents to come together in a café style to talk and acknowledge their strengths.  

*Invite youth / DCFS scholarship winners in Central Region.  

*Problem with meeting other than at the Governor’s Mansion is you lose the draw to get people to attend. Dana offered to use her contacts and see if she can secure the mansion.


*Look into an event at the Children’s Museum in Chicago
Committee Reports
Membership-Mark Werner

Mark said there were three new members at today’s meeting.  Margaret Vimont, Interim Executive Director of Jewish Children’s Bureau, should be appointed by the next meeting and will take the place of Dr. Bloom as the professional serving on a joint appointment to CWAC.  

Newsletter - Maripat Oliver

Maripat said that Vanessa is doing a great job with the newsletter and the committee hasn’t needed to meet since the last meeting.

Post Adoption
/ Clearinghouse - Mark Werner

Mark said they are waiting to hear back from June Dorn regarding The Cradle helping with this.
KinGap Policy 
Terry sent the policy out to council members via email and brought extra copies today for anyone that needed them.  Today is the last day for comments.  Elizabeth said that the rule is what they are working on now, and the policy has not yet been developed.  Karen said there is some misunderstanding about the level of commitment under subsidized guardianship, and training will give us an opportunity to train on these issues.  
There was concern that caregivers are being steered to private guardianship without understanding the difference between private and subsidized guardianship.  Karen said the “Making the Adoption/Guardianship Decision” booklet needs to be updated and could be the conduit to clarify that information.  Home of relative training will also give relative caregivers a better understanding of what they are getting into.  

Mark made a motion to adjourn.  Donsetta seconded.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 2:05pm.  
NEXT MEETING will be Friday, October 2 at the Northfield Inn & Suites Conference center in Springfield.
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