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Jim Jones, Co-Chair, opened the meeting at 10:15 a.m.  He introduced and welcomed new member, Kim Wheelock, an adoption specialist at Chaddock.  Introductions were made by all in attendance.  

Jim Jones asked members to review the bylaws in their packets and let him or Elizabeth know if they had any suggested changes.

Reports on SWFCAC/YAB/CWAC

Michael Byrd gave updates from the following councils:

Statewide Foster Care Advisory Council (SWFCAC) - They are now reviewing agencies' implementation of their Foster Parent Law plans.  They have a joint meeting on September 10 in Peoria with the Youth Advisory Board.  They will meet from 3-9 pm, and then the YAB will join them from 9-11 pm.  

He mentioned that a few members from the AAC (Jim Jones, Elizabeth Richmond, Gwenn Eyer, Ron Davis) would be in attendance because they are also involved with the SWFCAC.  The agenda has not been finalized but will be based on issues that cross-relate between foster parents and the youth in their homes, such as youth in care getting their driver’s license, how foster parents feel about raising teenagers, and the Host Family Program.  

Youth Advisory Board (YAB) - The YAB will also have their regular meeting on Saturday, September 11.

The Sibling Rights Resolution passed in the House and Senate, but has been on hold due to the focus on budget issues.  The next step is for the Governor to assign the Task Force, which will be comprised of three members of SWFCAC & AAC, six members of the YAB, DCFS staff assigned by the Director (including Michael), and legislative representatives assigned by the Governor, most likely Mattie Hunter, the Senate sponsor and Representative Annazette Collins, the House sponsor.  Michael said he heard through the Chicago Area Project that Senator Hunter wants to do focus groups around the state to look into sibling rights and contact issues, what folks have to say about the pros and cons, and what issues need to be addressed to move forward.  

The council members on the task force had a conference call last month to get an update.  A member of the Legal Assistance Foundation will serve as an attorney to do research on statutes and issues of sibling contact in other states that have successfully passed programs and laws on sibling issues.  

Mary Debose suggested a person that could help with a MIS component to the process.

Ron Davis said that he would take Claudia's place on the Sibling Rights Task Force since she is no longer on the council.

Child Welfare Advisory Council - They have been developing by-laws to deal with membership issues and tenure because there was some discussion that private agencies do not feel well represented by CWAC, and some members have been on CWAC since its inception.  CWAC is also looking for a foster parent in Cook Central to serve a joint appointment to SWFCAC and CWAC.

NACAC's Proposed Freddie Mac Project

Michael told members that there is information in their packets regarding this program.  NACAC has received a grant to develop parent support groups, or to support established parent support groups in six major cities, including Chicago.  They want to either establish, or support 6-8 groups in the Chicago area.  Michael will give Diane Martin-Hushman, NACAC representative, contact information for Jim Jones and Elizabeth Richmond so that she can come and speak to the council.  Jim said he would try to have her attend the October 1st meeting in Chicago.

PRIDE PROGRAM Update
Jean Maher reported on FY05 planning for the PRIDE Program.  She said no decisions are finalized about the PRIDE Program for next fiscal year.  Jean discussed the services provided under the PRIDE Program and the approach Training is taking to help make decisions about the FY05 budget cuts.  Meetings with other DCFS staff are scheduled to talk about what needs there are for foster and adoptive parent training.  They are considering suspending the Adopt Only training and those families will be referred to the pre-service Foster/Adopt Pride training.  Adoption Certification training needs to be updated and may not be offered until the end of the calendar year after the revision. Training is working to identify the number of cases in each Region that may require Adoption Certification training.  Not every Region utilizes this training at the same rate - there is more demand in some Regions than others.  

There are no foster/adoptive parent training schedules available yet.  There was no training in July because no contracts were in place between DCFS and the schools that coordinate the training.  The colleges have been told that they can begin their training without a contract if they are willing to take the risk.  In some areas of the state there will be limited training available beginning mid-August and in others there will not.  Jean provided a statewide list that included contact information for herself and the adoptive parent training coordinators at the schools for training schedule information.  Jean directed members to a year-end report in their packets that shows the number of people that completed foster/adoptive parent training in FY'04.   Adoptive parent numbers could be reflected in the in-service training or in lending library resources borrowed.  There were 157 that completed the Adopt Only training last year.

Marilyn Panichi said that there is a National Adoption Recruitment campaign that kicked off in July that could generate thousands of calls.  The families calling will need training, and Illinois will have to respond.  

Vance Johnson said that the Adopt Only training program was initially started for relatives that were going to keep children in the family.  Jean said that relatives could go to PRIDE Sessions 1 and 2 - the minimum required training to become relative licensed homes.  The Adoption Certification training would also be available to relatives.  Jean invited council members to telephone her if they had any concerns or would like further information.
Marilyn said she noticed that there is money in the FY'05 budget for training DCFS staff and 0 dollars for POS staff.  Jim Jones opened this issue for council discussion.  Mary Debose said this is definitely a concern especially in light of the Program Improvement Plan.  Jim Jones said that he and Elizabeth would be meeting with the Director later this month or in September, and he would like a committee to discuss this further so that he could take the issue to the Director.  Volunteers for the committee were Melinda Woods-Lis, Marilyn Panichi, Mary Debose, Jim Jones, Michael Byrd, and Dave Matthews.  Jim will also ask Elizabeth Richmond to participate.  Melinda mentioned that this might be due to a federal reimbursement issue.  She suggested that Jim speak to Velma Williams or Ellyce Roitman about this.  Jim will work with Michael to schedule a conference call in the next couple of weeks.  

Update on New Adoption Subsidy Forms

June Dorn said that comments from the extended comment period have been considered, and the Director met with representatives from five groups (AAC, SWFCAC, IFAPA, CWAC, Chicago Bar Association) to discuss the forms.  They hoped to have the revised forms by the end of July, but the therapeutic day care issue has kept it open longer.  Most of the comments have been integrated into the forms.  The group plans to meet shortly after Labor Day, and get the forms finalized and out by September or October and then proceed with the training.  Meanwhile they are still using the old forms.  There will still be a couple of issues - therapeutic day care, and the language around 504 regulations that provide other qualifiers for therapeutic day care.  There is also an interim subsidy issue when there is a death of an adoptive parent that needs to be discussed further.  The therapeutic daycare and interim subsidy issues are procedural in nature and will be dealt with separately from the forms issues.     
Update on Budget

June Dorn stated that there had been significant cuts ($100m) in the FY’05 DCFS budget, but it is still unclear how that will affect programs.  She mentioned that the ISU research unit would no longer be funded after a 60-day contract that ends August 31.  Judy Pence will still be working with the Post Adoption unit.  She said the Director or a Deputy would be contacting agencies that are being cut.

Report from Chief of Office of Foster Parent Support Services

Host Family Program – 

Ray Gates introduced Diane DeLeonardo to give an update.  Diane said that the Host Family Program was an idea that came to us from the Youth Advisory Board members.  They asked for a connection to families when they went to college.  This program will connect youth with families in the community that can help provide support to the student, invite them to Sunday dinner, take them to appointments, and let them stay with them over extended school breaks.  The Host Family Program will be piloted at NIU in DeKalb, and they are looking for host families in the DeKalb area to connect with students.

Diane said that since this cannot be done statewide at this time, a care package component is also being developed.  Volunteers are being solicited to send care packages to youth in college every month for a year.  Handouts were distributed to council members.  So far they have 75 sender volunteers.  Members were encouraged to sign up to serve as care package senders.

Family Day Proclamation

Ray Gates reported that the Governor had designated September 27 to be Family Day, to demonstrate benefits of family meals at home.  Jim Jones asked Ray to share any Proclamations that affect foster and adoptive parents with all regional councils or other councils when appropriate.  Ray asked Terry to send the proclamations to the Regional Administrators so they can share with their councils.

Caregiver’s Conference
Ray said that no determination has been made yet due to the budget.

State Fair
Ray reported that the State Fair responsibilities have been transferred to the Office of Communications.  DCFS will again have a tent at the Fair on Illinois Avenue.  The cost of admission/parking for one car has gone up from $2.00 to $3.00.  The $3.00 will get the car in and everyone in it.  Ride passes have also increased from $7.00 to $8.00.  Food tickets will still be given for $3.00 per family member.  Michael Byrd said that his Deputy Director and Jill Manuel said money would be allocated as in past years for buses.  Donsetta Blakely said that she faxed names and phone numbers for four buses to Jenny Florent in Communications.  Michael Byrd said that on August 18-20 the Youth Advisory Board members would be working in the DCFS tent.  Melinda suggested that Ray put out the care package applications with this display.

Update on Legacy Project

Michael Byrd read a report sent by Peggy Slater.  (Attached)  It lists the training dates and locations for Legacy training.  

Committee Reports

Criminal Bars Subcommittee Update

June reported that the subcommittee had developed some language about altering the waiver process for foster and adoptive parents.  She said that Randy Wells would be more willing to pursue if he had hard data regarding how many families are denied.  Randy also said he has not found anyone in the legislature that wants to take on this issue.  

Rev. Davis wants the council to play a bigger part in gathering statistics and numbers (i.e. # of waivers denied, etc.).  He thinks there are a large number that have been turned away and are not told the reason they are turned away.  

Camille Sleet, Cook County Licensing Administrator and Acting Associate Deputy for licensing statewide, addressed the council.  She said that anyone who is denied a license has a right to know why they are denied, and they get a letter telling them they have that right.  They can be denied strictly because of their criminal background check.  Not all felonies are automatic bars.  Because we tell people up front that we have bars, a lot of people that know they have a conviction do not even apply.  She said that the bar list is extensive and includes things that should not be waived but other things that maybe should not be an issue for childcare.  Someone needs to determine which of those convictions we are more concerned about and then ask DCFS to determine how many people are denied because of those convictions. 

June said that the subcommittee's recommendation had nothing to do with altering the list.  They thought there was a better chance of opening the waiver process that is available to childcare workers and employees to foster and adoptive parents.  

Jim Jones asked that the subcommittee be reconvened, and he asked for Camille to participate in their next conference call.  They will report back at the next meeting.

Recruitment Notebook for Longest Waiting Children

Gwenn asked members to read the report (attached) in their packets later.  She said one of the concerns of this committee is that most of the kids in the Legacy Project notebooks are fairly hard to place kids. The reason that they have focused on these specific youth is that committee members requested young people from their own geographical areas, and that limits the options. The committee also had requested some additional support resources to use when recruiting parents for teens.  Michael Byrd identified resources for them to use and distributed the information to committee members at the meeting.
Working Lunch - Update on National Ad Campaign
Marilyn Panichi reported that the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families has partnered with the Adoption Exchange Association, The Collaboration to AdoptUSKids and the Ad Council to launch a new public service advertising campaign.  The campaign launched July 15 at a National Adoption Recruitment Summit that Marilyn, June & Diane attended.  The ads will be featured on television, radio and in newspapers and magazines, and target prospective parents.  The slogans they are using are "You don't have to be perfect to be a perfect parent" and the print version states "You don't have to be a hero to be a hero" and that just being there makes all the difference.  The calls go into the Adoption Exchange Association 800#.  They enter the families' names into a database, and Marilyn's staff goes into the database to check for Illinois families.  So far there have been two Illinois families call in.  Council members viewed a slide show of the clips.  

Minutes of June 4, 2004 Meeting

Ron Davis made a motion that the minutes be accepted as written.  Terry Solomon seconded the motion.  There were no nays. 

Membership Issues

Terry McGlothlin gave an update on council membership.  Eight members were reappointed for another 3-year term, four members whose terms expired were not reappointed, 4 resigned and 1 new member was appointed.  New membership lists are in members' meeting packets.  There was discussion about how to have the vacancies filled.  

Some suggestions were:

Illinois Families Now & Forever newsletter

Youth Advisory Board members that are coming off of the YAB 

Monday report to reach out to POS agencies

DCFS website

CWAC

Jim Jones asked that members send any recommendations within two weeks to him, Elizabeth or Terry before he and Elizabeth meet with the Director.  There are also vacancies for a CWAC adoptive parent and a CWAC expert so Michael will take that issue to CWAC.        

Federal Review – Update on PIP

Jim Jones reported that the PIP was sent to the feds and it was sent back for minor changes but they are close to the final report.  The PIP will be affected by the budget cutbacks, but there are still significant resources built in.  Michael said a lot of the areas we were hit on are court related so even though there are budget cutbacks it won't hit us so much because the court will have to attend to these areas as well.  Terry Solomon added that it was due back to the feds on August 6.  Michael said that once we get the final review back from them it would be a public document.  

Operational Plan

Jim Jones led a discussion about the operational plans that the council had created.  Copies were passed around and Jim asked that members look at them.  The council has not worked on them since August 2003 so the documents need to be updated and could also be used as a tool to come up with suggestions on things that need to be covered with Director Samuels.      

Respite

Gwenn mentioned that there is an Illinois Respite Coalition that she, Ellen Kazaras, Donsetta Blakely and Amy Clark are serving on.  Gwenn said that one of the goals of the Respite Coalition is to recognize different options available within the state to do a resource book of where you can find respite.  Donsetta said they held a conference at Starved Rock.  They also discussed getting a grant to set up an 800#, where they could refer callers to respite sources.  

Jim said the Respite Coalition might be the vehicle to do this rather than the council.  Donsetta will report back at the next meeting on any activities from the Respite Coalition.

Support Groups

Marilyn Panichi said we need to update information on this one too.  The Collaboration To AdoptUSKids is supporting development of new parent groups, Freddie Mac is giving money to NACAC to also develop support groups, and the Collaboration has a contract with NACAC to develop support groups, so we need to get a broad overview of what is going on with those groups so we don’t start from scratch.  

The Information Referral warm line was for all kinds of post adopt services from a central location with satellite offices.  This never happened and probably isn’t feasible at this time due to budget constraints.  

Discussion Items for Meetings with the Director:

Council members took some time to put together ideas for Elizabeth and Jim’s meeting with the Director.  Jim said he wants to have a clear agenda before the meeting.

Priorities:

· Training parity between DCFS & POS staff and families (inconsistency/funding difference)

· Availability of post adoption services statewide

· Explore sibling connections rights

· Need for staff who are trained and specialize in adoption

Agenda for Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on October 1, 2004 in Chicago.  

Rev. Davis asked that waivers be added to the next agenda.  

Recruitment of families for our population

Operational Plan
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