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Illinois Department of Children & Family Services

May 28, 2008
The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services, in collaboration with the Illinois African-American Family Commission, Jane Addams College of Social Work University of Illinois at Chicago, and the Department’s African–American Advisory Council invite you to attend the Cook Region Permanency Enhancement Symposium.  The Symposium takes place on Wednesday, June 18, 2008 at Governors State University The Center for Performing Arts, 1 University Parkway, University Park, Illinois.

The Symposium is an all-day event, from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  It will consist of a morning panel presentation on permanency planning, national data, and best practices.  The afternoon session will address local and regional data on permanency, and practices, as well as the development of a strategy to enhance local and regional permanency rates.  Participants at this all-day event will include birth and foster parents, child welfare professionals, community and faith-based providers, and court and law enforcement personnel. 

The Symposium will also provide an opportunity for community and key stakeholders in the Cook Region to engage in a meaningful dialogue on permanency.  Five hundred participants will hear a national expert, view state and local data, engage a panel of experts, and participate in facilitated sessions.  In the afternoon, participants will share community perspectives on permanency and create “local action plans” to better support families and increase reunification, adoption and subsidized guardianship rates and outcomes, and address the over representation of African-American children in care.

We invite you to join others and us creating in recommendations to help children achieve permanency through reunification or adoption in your community.  The Symposium’s findings will be shared with you, child welfare and family advocates, elected officials, and community leaders.

There are four convenient ways to register for this symposium.


By phone:  1-877-800-3393

By fax:       1-217-557-4349 (using the enclosed registration form).  

By mail:     DCFS Office of Training, 406 E. Monroe Station #122, Springfield, IL 62701 (using enclosed form)


Online:
    DCFStraining@illinois.gov
We look forward to your participation in this Symposium.

Sincerely,
Erwin McEwen
Jackie Bright, Cook North

Joyce Hall, Cook Central

Michael Byrd, Cook South


Director 

Regional Administrator

Regional Administrator

Regional Administrator

Cook Region Permanency Enhancement Symposium

Registration Form

Use one form per person.
Name:       
 Title:      



Agency:     
Address:     
City:       
State:        Zip:     
Work Phone:     


Fax:     
E-mail:     
Will you need special accommodations?        If so, what type?
100 West Randolph, 6-200 ( Chicago, Illinois 60601-3249

312-814-4650 ( 312-814-8783 / TTY

             

