
Statewide Foster Care Advisory Council

APPROVED MINUTES

June 10, 2010, 1pm-2pm

Eastland Suites, Bloomington, IL

	PRESENT - SWFCAC
	ABSENT-SWFCAC
	DCFS STAFF

	Mercedes Ball
	Carlos Argueta
	Gwenn Eyer

	Angela Barber
	Debbie Freke
	Ray Gates

	Gladys Boyd
	Royann Garcia
	Vanessa James

	Andrew DeLao
	Cecil Garner
	

	Amy Garcia
	Valerie Gill-Taylor
	

	Robyn Harvey
	Sheila Jones
	

	Birdia Jenkins
	Bill Moorehead
	

	Kay Kizer
	Kim Perez
	Guests

	Kathleen Lutz
	Heather Schumacher
	LaPrietta Young

	Leanne Montgomery
	Uli Senz
	

	Rolinda Robinson
	Steve Steinhardt
	

	
	Patti Welander
	


SPECIAL NOTE TO MEMBERS WHO WERE ABSENT JUNE 10 AND TO MEMBERS WHO CHOSE NOT TO SUBMIT THEIR ELECTION BALLOT AT THE JUNE 10 MEETING

Call Rolinda Robinson today at the number below if you have not received your ballot or if you have any questions about voting. Your opportunity to submit your written and signed ballot ends at 5:00 pm on MONDAY, June 28, 2010.
Welcome & Introductions

SWFCAC Chair Robyn Harvey opened the meeting at 1:16pm.
OLD BUSINESS

Approval of Minutes from 05/21/10 - Council
Andrew DeLao made a motion to accept the minutes. Chair Robyn Harvey called for discussion. There was none offered. Amy Garcia seconded. Robyn called for opposition. None was registered.  Motion passed unanimously. There were no abstentions.
REPORTS:
Nominations and Elections Committee - Rolinda Robinson
Rolinda reported that the Nominations Committee met with the Policy Committee to discuss questions raised about the nominations process. During that meeting it was determined that nominations would be reopened with signatures required to accept or decline the nomination. The nominating committee oversaw the necessary outreach to all members eligible to be nominated. The committee reported that one person had agreed to serve as chair if elected. The committee reported that one candidate had agreed to serve as vice chair if elected. The committee reported that they had received no response from one eligible member.
The chair asked if there were any nominations from the floor. There was no response. The chair asked again. There were no nominations offered. 
The Nominating Committee presented officers election ballots to members who were present. All were urged to vote, but were told they could have two weeks if they chose, with signed ballots due by mail or fax ONLY to Nominating Committee Chair, Rolinda Robinson ONLY, by close of business on Monday, June 28, 2010. The Nominating Committee agreed to direct the process of mailing ballots to all absent members, giving them 2 weeks to vote, with signed ballots due to Rolinda by mail or fax by COB Monday, June 28.  The committee agreed to make sure these ballots with a cover letter from the Nominating Committee Chair were mailed on Friday, June 11, 2010.
Nominating Committee Chair Rolinda Robinson made the following announcements:

Current members eligible to hold office:

Angela Barber

Mercedes Ball

Birdia Jenkins

Sheila Jones

Leanne Montgomery
Rolinda Robinson

Heather Schumacher

Steve Steinhardt

Eligible members who declined to serve as an officer:

Mercedes Ball – Declined both positions

Angela Barber – Declined vice-chair only

Birdia Jenkins – Declined both positions

Leanne Montgomery – Declined both positions

Rolinda Robinson – Declined both positions

Heather Schumacher – Declined chair

Steve Steinhardt – Declined both positions

Eligible members who have not declined to serve if elected:
Angela Barber – Chair, accepted in writing
Sheila Jones – Both positions (did not decline)

Heather Schumacher – Vice Chair, accepted in writing
Rolinda said members must print in the appropriate spaces on the ballot the names of the eligible candidates they wish to vote for. She reminded everyone to SIGN their ballot.
Ballots must be received via mail or fax to:

Rolinda Robinson

5225 West Ohio Street

Chicago, IL 60644

Phone: 773/490-7349

Fax: 312/553-5536

Deadline: MONDAY, June 28, close of business, 5:00 pm.
Parent Café - 
Angela Barber
Angela distributed evaluation forms to council members present at the café, indicating that results would be shared with the Director.

FY ‘11 SWFCAC Meeting Schedule:

Discussion:

Andrew DeLao recommended placing more meetings in Southern Region. It was noted that we have a high number of guest foster parents at meetings in the Southern Region. It was also noted that expenses are significantly higher for Southern Region meetings. Gladys said we need to have a meeting in Elgin.
The council, by vote in most instances, set the following schedule:

July – Carbondale

September – Peoria

October – Waukegan

November – Springfield

January – Aurora

February – Elgin

March – Effingham

April – Jacksonville

May – Chicago/Oak Brook

June – To be announced - related to meeting with birth parents

Adjourn  

Andrew DeLao made a motion to adjourn. The chair called for discussion. There was no discussion or objection. Kay Kizer seconded.  Motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
Next Meeting: July 16, 2010, Carbondale, Illinois.
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