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Medicare Preventive Benefits

ÅMore than half of the current Medicare 
population suffers from at least one chronic 
condition,
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January 2012  Original Medicare
Preventive Benefits Overview 

ÅTo help people with Medicare stay healthy
ÅMedicare covers certain 
ïScreening tests
ïSupplies
ïTeaching services

ÅMany people with Medicare can receive most of these 
preventive benefits without having to pay a coinsurance 
amount 
ïor the Part B deductible ($140 in 2012). 

ÅMedicare will pay 100% for most preventive benefits
Å www.ncoa.org/assets/files/pdf/center-for-benefits/medicare-preventive-

benefits-chart.pdf
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2012 New Medicare Preventive Benefits

ÅAnnual depression screening

ÅIntensive obesity screening and behavioral 
counseling

ÅAnnual cardiovascular screening

ÅAnnual alcohol misuse screening

ÅSTD/STI screening
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Preventive Services May Still Pay For 

ÅCertain alternative tests 
ï(i.e., barium enemas) under the Colorectal Screening 

ÅDiabetes Self-Management Training Services
ÅGlaucoma Screening
ÅProstate Cancer Screening
ÅFor these services, people with Original Medicare 

may be charged a coinsurance 
ïusually 20% of amount Medicare approves for service
ïand any remaining portion of e Part B annual 

deductible
Å$140 in 2012
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Preventative Benefits Resources
Å National Center for Benefits Outreach & Enrollment
ïwww.ncoa.org/assets/files/pdf/center-for-benefits/medicare-preventive-

benefits.pdf

Å www.medicare.gov
ï Medicare & You Handbook
ï 1-800-MEDICARE
ï www.medicare.gov/navigation/manage-your-health/preventive-

services/preventive-service-overview.aspx
ï www.medicare.gov/welcometomedicare/exam.html

ï www.medicare.gov/navigation/manage-your-health/preventive-
services/preventive-service-checklist.aspx

ï www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11420.pdf

Å CMS publications
Å National Medicare Training Program
ï cms.hhs.gov/NationalMedicareTrainingProgram
ï www.cms.gov/NationalMedicareTrainingProgram/Downloads/7Mod2012v2.zip

Å Your SHIP counselor
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Medicare Right Center
Preventive care section of Medicare Interactive
Å Important details about new 2012 free preventive benefits
ïmammograms
ïcolonoscopies
ïAnnual Wellness Visit
ïanswers on preventive Medicare Interactive:

Å Medicare coverage 
ï help you quit smoking
ï yearly screenings for depression
ïmedical nutrition therapy
ïPap smears
ï pelvic exams
ï physical breast exams

Å vaccines and immunizations
Å www.medicareinteractive.org 
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http://www.medicareinteractive.org/page2.php?topic=counselor&page=section&toc_id=15&utm_source=cle-announcement-sept2011&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MI+outreach+preventive+care+scripts+Jan+2012
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Use the training materials in the DVD 
Suite from CMS



Medicare Preventive Services
Module 7



Paying for Preventive Services in 2012

ÅOriginal Medicare

ïPay nothing for most preventive services from a 
provider who accepts assignment
ÅMay require coinsurance for office visit 

ïMay pay more from provider who does not accept 
assignment

ÅMedicare Advantage or other Medicare plans 
may require copayment
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ÅOne-time visit

ÅCovered within first 12 months when begin 
Part B

ïReview of medical and social history

ïHeight, weight and body mass index

ïSimple vision test

ÅEducation and counseling

ÅDoctor may refer you for additional screenings
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Annual Wellness Visit

ÅNew in 2011

ÅAvailable every 12 months

ïBlood pressure, height and weight measurements

ïPersonalized prevention plan

ïWritten screening schedule

ïHealth advice just for you

ïReferrals for health education and preventive 
counseling
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