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The Great Recession

ÅRecord-high unemployment

ÅWorst financial crisis since Great Depression

ÅJobless recovery

òThe economic downfall has hit our 

town and my family already. I have 

two sisters that have become 

unemployed and are still looking 

for a jobéó

ðNikki, Du Quoin
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$13 Billion Deficit

ÅStructural deficit

ÅSkyrocketing pension costs

ÅPlummeting revenues

ÅUnpaid bills

Immediate action is required.

òMy daughter has been out of 

work for 10 months - she 

wants very much to work but 

cannot find a job.ó

ðAnonymous, Rock Island
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ÅReformed budget process

ÅBi-partisan budget retreat

ÅTransparency and e-democracy

ÅIllinoisõ first -ever interactive budget website

o budget.illinois.gov

o More than 12,000 comments to date
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òCreate jobs and eliminate 

unemployment, and bring new 

people to Illinois looking for jobs 

and spending their money here.ó

-Bill, Oak Park

òAffordable higher education must be 

accessible to the middle class for the 

citizens of Illinois to maintain and 

improve their quality of life.ó

-Eric, Naperville

òThe state Medicaid system has to be reformed by 

reducing eligibility for care and by reducing costs 

using a managed care system.ó

ðTom, Peoria

òAll of us out in the ôreal worldõ have 

to scale down our spending. If you don't 

have the money to spend, don't spend. 

These are very bad economic times and 

we all should scale back, and that 

includes the State of Illinois.ó

-Karen, McHenry

òLobby the Federal Government (White 

House, Senate, House) to offer low -

interest loans to State governments.ó

-Bernard, Chicago

òCut as much as can be 

with a vision of a future 

state as being able to 

function effectively.ó

-Larry, Concord


